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Children often enjoy making things out of thin card, pretending they’ve made worms, snakes,
caterpillars, lizards etc.

Adults could provide craft materials for children to decorate, or other materials like linking cubes to
make long narrow shapes.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:




The Mathematical Journey

Properties of shapes

¢ discovering the best shapes to use by analysing their properties

Position and spatial properties:
e investigating how all the creatures that they make can be extended
e comparing the positions of creatures

Same and different:
e comparing the shapes and sizes of all the creatures that they make, in particular describing relative

lengths i.e. comparing their creature’s length before and after extension and/or comparing the length of
their creature with another child’s



http://nrich.maths.org/early-years
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